        SCARAB 01 BRIEF BACKGROUND

In response to a South African Defense Force requirement for an armoured high mobility weapon carrier to replace the Ferrets used by the airbourne forces. Alvis teamed up with MECHEM (south african).

   An IRON EAGLE was delivered to ALVIS in 93,  it was modified and demonstrated to the UN in bosnia in 94 project name Acorn. In conjuntion with MECHEM Alvis decided to modernise it but keeping the vehicle concept, a lightweight C130 air portable  well armoured vehicle with good off road capabilities.

          The automotives were upgraded to MERCEDES UNIMOG 1600 the vehicle was called SCARAB . The first scarab was completed late 96 and was shown early 97 at Abu Dubai IDEX (international defense exhibition) and then at Paris Eurosatory exhibition and finally road registered late 98 for  trials evaluation & use.

          The next progression was the mk2 scarab being bigger (its amazing how much kit they want to carry)and heavier and using heavier duty UNIMOG 2100 running gear.

 When the mk1 was to be scrapped off I bought it. It’s currently a runner but waiting to be restored or at least cleaned up a bit.

